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DAY 1 - Types of Nonfiction Text 
Some works of nonfiction, such as biographies, autobiographies, memoirs,  and true-life adventures, read like 
gripping novels. There’s a key difference, though. In narrative nonfiction, the events actually happened, and the 
characters are real people. Informational nonfiction, however, is nothing like fiction. It includes texts such as 
news articles, manuals, and directions to a friend’s house—sources you consult for information. Since you read all 
kinds of nonfiction texts daily, you should know what to expect from them.  

Directions: In the Chart below, compare the characteristics of the different types of nonfiction using a checkmark.  

 Auto/Biograph
y 

Essay Speech Articles Functional 

Includes Facts      

Expresses Opinions      

Follows Chronological Text 
Structure 

     

Formal Tone      

Informal Tone      
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Uses Visual/Graphic Aids      

DAY 2 - Biography vs. Nonfiction Article 
As the cofounder and CEO of a major technology corporation, Steve Jobs helped develop some of the first 
user-friendly personal computers. As you read this excerpt from a biography of Jobs, keep in mind the key idea of 
initiative—the ability to take action. 

 
Did you know that the first computer weighed 30 tons? As you read this excerpt from a feature article on 
computer history, look for other mind-boggling facts. Also, consider the key idea of progress. 

 
1. How can you tell that the first excerpt is from a biography rather than an autobiography?  

a. It is written in third person point of view 
b. It is written in first person point of view 
c. The author is not Steve Jobs himself.  
d. Steve Jobs is telling the story. 

2. What characteristics make the article different from the biography you just read? List them.  
____________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 

DAY 3 - Elements of an Argument  

 

The author of this essay makes a case against junk food by focusing on one example. As you read this excerpt, try to 
identify the author’s claim. What 
reasons and evidence does he 
provide as support for his 
position? 
 

1. Reread the title and lines 
1–2. What is the author’s claim? 

a. So what’s so bad 
about stuffing yourself with 
nothing but French fries? 

b. Pretty soon you’ll 
be missing important nutrients. 

c. French fries alone 
do not provide the body with 
essential nutrients. 

d. French fries are bad 
for you. 
 

2. In the boxed lines, the 
 author explains that a person 
needs vitamins that are not 
found in French fries. What 
examples does he use to support 
this reason? Choose all correct 
answers. 
❏ Potatoes contain mostly 

vitamin C. 
❏ Vitamin K is needed for the 

body to form scabs. 
❏ Vitamin A can cause 

blindness.  
❏ Many children in Africa 

suffer from a lack of Vitamin A. 
 

3. In lines 10–21, the author 
offers three other reasons to support his claim. Restate these reasons in your own words.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does the author do in the last paragraph to strengthen his argument?  
a. He makes a guarantee. 
b. He uses a personal example. 
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c. He mentions chemists and doctors. 
d. He gives the reader something to do or think about. 

DAY 4 - Persuasive Techniques & Appeals 
ARISTOTLE was a Greek philosopher who lived in the 4th century BCE. He was an influential 
thinker and wrote on many subjects –from logic and ethics, to biology and metaphysics. One 
area, in which Aristotle was particularly interested, was rhetoric. That is, the art of persuasive 
speaking or writing. He even wrote a whole book entitled ‘On Rhetoric’ in which he explains 
his theories of persuasive language and speech. Most significantly, in this work he expounds 
on the concepts of ethos, logos and pathos, as tools for persuasive language. A lot can be 
learned about the art of persuasion from these three concepts, and once understood, they can 
be easily applied to our own persuasive speaking and writing.  

 
DIRECTIONS: Practice labeling pathos, logos, and ethos by placing a P, L, or E in the blank : 

1.  _____ A child is shown covered in bug bites after using an inferior bug spray.  
2. _____ Tiger Woods endorses Nike. 
3.  _____ Sprite Zero is 100% sugar-free. 
4.  _____ A 32-oz. bottle of Tide holds enough to wash 32 loads. 
5.  _____ A commercial shows an image of a happy couple riding in a Corvette.  
6. _____ Cardiologists recommend Ecotrin more than any other brand of aspirin. 
7.  _____ Advil Liqui-Gels provide up to 8 hours of continuous pain relief.  
8. _____ Miley Cyrus appears in Oreo advertisements.  
9. _____ People who need more energy drink Red Bull Energy Drink.  
10. _____ A magazine ad shows people smiling while smoking cigarettes. 
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DAY 5 - Persuasive Techniques & Appeals Cont. 
Directions: Write E, L, or P on the line if that persuasive technique is used in the selection.  
 

1. _______ "This is definitely the hottest watch I've ever owned and I've owned many as I used to collect Men's 

watches. I just received it today and I have to say it had the biggest WOW factor straight out of the box. If 
you're a big man like I am you need a nice, classy, masculine watch like this. For the price I paid I feel like I 
stole it."  
 

2. _______"I've seen things you people wouldn't believe. Attack ships on fire off the shoulder of Orion. I watched 
c-beams glitter in the dark near the Tannhauser Gate. All those moments will be lost in time, like tears in 
rain. But the creamy yumminess of Tuscan Whole Milk, 1 Gallon, 128 fl oz will be praised across the galaxy 
forever more. Time to die." 
Product Review Tuscan Whole Milk Replicant Heaven May 23, 2011 by Roy Batty  
 

3.  _______ Cary W tweeted, “Drive is such an amazing film, went in with a crush on Carey Mulligan. Left with a 
crush on Ryan Gosling." [Twitter post discovered by eonline.com] 

 
4. _______ "I will end this war in Iraq responsibly, and finish the fight against al Qaeda and the Taliban in 

Afghanistan. I will rebuild our military to meet future conflicts. But I will also renew the tough, direct 
diplomacy that can prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons and curb Russian aggression. I will build 
new partnerships to defeat the threats of the 21st century: terrorism and nuclear proliferation; poverty and 
genocide; climate change and disease. And I will restore our moral standing, so that America is once again 
that last, best hope for all who are called to the cause of freedom, who long for lives of peace, and who 
yearn for a better future."  
Democratic Presidential Candidate Acceptance Speech by Barack Obama. August 28th, 2008. 
 

5. _______"I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you 
have come fresh from narrow jail cells. And some of you have come from areas where your quest -- quest 
for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. 
You have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is 
redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go 
back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this 
situation can and will be changed."  
“I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King Jr. August 28th, 1963. 
 

6. _______"However, although private final demand, output, and employment have indeed been growing for 
more than a year, the pace of that growth recently appears somewhat less vigorous than we expected. 
Notably, since stabilizing in mid-2009, real household spending in the United States has grown in the range 
of 1 to 2 percent at annual rates, a relatively modest pace. Households' caution is understandable. 
Importantly, the painfully slow recovery in the labor market has restrained growth in labor income, raised 
uncertainty about job security and prospects, and damped confidence. Also, although consumer credit 
shows some signs of thawing, responses to our Senior Loan Officer Opinion Survey on Bank Lending 
Practices suggest that lending standards to households generally remain tight."  
“The Economic Outlook and Monetary Policy” by Ben Bernanke. August 27th, 2010. 
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DAY 6 - Persuasive Techniques & Appeals Cont. 
Now you’ll apply what you’ve learned as you analyze two texts—an editorial and a poster. Both texts are about the 
legal driving age. As you read each text, try to identify the claim, support, and persuasive 
techniques that are used. 

 
1. Which of the following represents the author’s 

claim in the editorial? 

a. All teens should not be punished because of the mistakes of 

some.  

b. The legal age for driving should not be increased because of 

the mistakes of others. 

c. Teens might be unsafe drivers, but men of all ages are even 

more dangerous. 

2. Based on the title of the editorial, does the 

author have a positive or negative view of raising the 

driving age? 

a. Positive 

b. Negative 

3. Identify the type of appeal used in this editorial. 

a. Ethos 

b. Pathos 

c. Logos 

4. Identify the type of appeal used in the public service poster. 

a. Ethos  

b. Pathos 

c. Logos  

5. Based on the content of the poster, does the author have a positive or negative view of raising the driving age? 
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a. Positive 

b. Negative 

DAY 7 - Author’s Viewpoint: Fact/Opinion 

Unlike the topic of Point of View, Author’s Viewpoint is the way an author looks at a topic or the ideas being 
described. Thoughtful readers are able to discern an author’s perspective, opinions, hypotheses, assumptions, and 
possible bias based on the types of facts and opinions used in the text.  

 

 
 
Directions: Underline the facts in the text, and circle words that indicate opinions. Then box the author’s opinions. 
Finally, circle whether the author’s opinion is positive or negative about the topic.  
 
Twilight is a series of four vampire-themed fantasy romance novels by American author Stephenie Meyer. It charts 
a period in the life of Isabella "Bella" Swan, a teenage girl who moves to Forks, Washington, and falls in love with a 

104-year-old vampire named Edward Cullen. Although it has been wildly popular, it could be one of the most 
poorly written examples of young adult literature. The series has sold millions of copies and grossed incredible 

returns in the box office as a movie adaptation, despite it’s shallow character development and scattered plot-line. 
Positive Negative 

NFL Football is wildly entertaining and quite possibly the best way to spend a quiet Sunday afternoon. Up until the 
1960s, the NFL was the dominant professional football league and faced little competition. Recently the sport has 
come under attack because of concerns over violence and long-term injury. Injuries can happen in any sport, and 

those who desire to limit the contact in the sport are ridiculous to even suggest changing America’s greatest 
sporting competition. The NFL is and always will be an amazing spectacle of athleticism and intense competition. 

Positive Negative 
Lotteries and gambling are horrible ways to generate revenue for government funds or for even a local fundraiser. 
All state lotteries and gambling institutions should reconsider their practices and possibly be made illegal as forms 

of revenue. Lotteries, like any form of gambling, are susceptible to fraud, despite the high degree of scrutiny 
claimed by the organizers. Numerous lottery scams exist, and are used to generate funds for corrupt or even illegal 

activities. Some advance fee fraud scams on the Internet are based on lotteries. The fraud starts with spam 
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congratulating the recipient on their recent lottery win. The email explains that in order to release funds the email 

recipient must part with a certain amount (as tax/fees) as per the rules or risk forfeiture.  
Positive Negative 

DAY 8 - Author’s Viewpoint cont. 

 
1. What is the topic of the text? 

a. Careless young readers 
b. The effects of teen fiction 

2. What is the author’s viewpoint about the topic? 
a. Positive  
b. Negative 

 
3. What is the topic of the text? 

a. Cell Phones and restaurants 
b. Social Interactions and cell phones 

4. What is the author’s viewpoint about the topic? 
a. Positive  
b. Negative 

Coyotes Invade Downtown 
 

The discovery of a wild coyote in late 1997 in the Henry M. Jackson Federal Building in downtown Seattle should come as a 
wake-up call. The United States has a serious coyote problem! From their traditional enclaves in the western desert, these 
opportunistic canines have now invaded the entire continental United States. They have taken over parks, farms, vacant lots, and 
now perhaps the downtown areas of major cities. Homeowners report losing cats and dogs to the beasts and young children are 
under attack. Enough is enough. Since humans are the only natural enemy of coyotes, we demand that state and federal agencies 
institute coyote trapping programs. That is the only way to decrease the number of coyotes to a manageable level. 

 
1. What statement BEST expresses the author’s viewpoint? 

a. Everything should be done to stop the coyote problem. 
b. Downtown Seattle should come as a wake-up call. 
c. Coyotes have invaded parks, farms, and some cities. 
d. Humans are the only enemy to coyotes. 

2. How does the author predominantly support his position? 
a. The author predominantly uses facts to support his position. 
b. The author predominantly uses opinions to support his position. 

3. With which one of these statements would the author most likely agree? 
a. Federal agencies have coyote trapping programs. 
b. The coyote population needs to be reduced to a manageable level. 
c. Coyotes are opportunistic animals that help the United States. 
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DAY 9 - Author’s Viewpoint cont. 

NASA Science | EARTH | OCEANOGRAPHY 
 

Ocean & Earth System 
Just by looking at images of Earth from space, it’s clear that the ocean is a significant 
piece of the Earth’s story. In fact, the ocean represents over 70% of the Earth’s surface 
and contains 97% of all water on Earth. The ocean stores heat like a “fly wheel” for 
climate. Its huge capacity as a heat and water reservoir moderates the climate of Earth. 
Within this Earth system, both the physical and biological processes of the ocean play a key role in the water cycle, the carbon 
cycle, and climate variability. 
 
Even if you live nowhere near the ocean, you will still experience the ocean’s influence in our Earth system. Most of the rain that 
falls on land comes from the tropical ocean. The ocean is the primary driver of weather and climate and can give us clues to global 
phenomenon such as El Nino. The phytoplankton (microscopic plants) that live in the ocean are responsible for almost half the 
oxygen you inhale and play a vital role in the carbon cycle. Far inland from the ocean, fields of crops enjoy rainwater that traveled 
through the water cycle and spent a few days or perhaps thousands of years cycling through the ocean. 

 
1. What statement BEST expresses the author’s viewpoint? 

a. The ocean plays a vital role in life on earth. 
b. The ocean is only a minor part of the life cycle on earth. 
c. The ocean only influences the lives of people living near it. 
d. The ocean plays no part in the earth’s climate. 

2. How does the inclusion of statistics in the first paragraph affect the reader? 
a. They add unnecessary details and get in the way of the main story. 
b. These are not statistics in the first paragraph. 
c. They help make the author’s point about the ocean’s vast size and role. 
d. They show that the author did research on the subject before writing the article. 

3. With which of these statements would the author most likely to agree? 
a. There is no value in studying the ocean. 
b. Nothing humans do has an effect on the ocean. 
c. The condition of the ocean is irrelevant. 
d. The ocean is worth preserving. 

 
1. What is the author’s purpose in writing 
the article?  
a. To persuade the reader to buy a security 
system.  
b. To entertain the reader with stories.  
c. To inform the reader about how to steal 
from businesses.  
d. To inform the reader about the effects of 
stealing. 
2. What is the author’s viewpoint  on 
―rogue employees?‖  
a. They are good for Florida businesses, 
according to the reports issued.  
b. They should be fired immediately and 
prosecuted for their crimes.  
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c. They are worse than burglars and robbers when stealing from businesses.  
d. They should lose income from their employers since they are thieves. 

DAY 10 - Summarizing Nonfiction 

In the morning rush, too many people skip breakfast. This is a bad choice for many reasons. People benefit from eating a 
healthy breakfast. If they eat a healthy breakfast, people are likely to be momre alert. In addition, they are likely to be more 
creative than when they skip the meal. They also tend to be more active and have better hand-eye control. In short, eating a 
healthy breakfast can have both mental and physical benefits. 

1. Which is the best summary of the passage? 
a. Too many people skip breakfast because they are busy and rushing around. People need to slow down. 
b. Eating breakfast has both mental and physical benefits. It can help people be more alert, creative, and active.  
c. It is important to eat breakfast in order to do better at school. However, the food that people eat should be 

healthy. 
The following excerpt titled “The Liberty Bell” is compiled from the National Park Service website. 

No one knows how or why the Liberty Bell first cracked. It is most likely that the crack developed in the early 1840’s after 
nearly ninety years of hard use. The decision to repair the bell was made in 1846. The work began prior to George 
Washington’s birthday holiday. Metal workers widened the thick crack to prevent its further spread and to restore the tone 
of the bell using a technique called stop drilling. The crack in the Liberty Bell is actually the repair job.  

2. Which sentence best summarizes this passage? 
a. In the 1840’s, after nearly a century of hard use, the crack in the Liberty Bell became noticeable. Workers 

widened the original crack instead of sealing it.  
b. The crack in the Liberty Bell came from a repair job where workers used stop drilling to restore the tone of 

the bell. This prevented further damage.  
c. The work to repair the Liberty Bell started on George Washington’s Birthday in 1846. Ninety years of hard 

use created a crack that changed the tone of the bell. 

Schools should exchange the high school and elementary schedules so high school starts later. It’s more difficult for students 
to learn without enough sleep. But high school students have good reasons for staying up late! Scientific studies show that 
teenagers are more alert at night than in the morning. Plus, teens often balance homework with volunteering, part-time 
jobs, and sports. Young children usually fall asleep earlier, so they can wake up early more easily. 

3. Which summary below best captures the essentials of the passage? 
a. The passage explains why high school students learn best later in the day, using teens’ sleep cycles as 

evidence and contrasting with younger students. 
b. The passage argues for later start times for high school students, giving reasons why their schedules should 

be exchanged with elementary school students. 
c. The passage informs readers that teenagers would do better in school and other activities if they could sleep 

later in the morning and start school later.  

The American alligator lives in an estuarine habitat, a place in which rivers meet the ocean, and thrives on a broad and 
varied diet. Ecologists and wildlife biologists across the US Southeast are studying just how varied this diet is. Eyewitness 
accounts dating back to the late 1990’s report sightings of the usually freshwater reptile dining on shark. Further studies 
have discovered that the gators regularly venture into saltwater to eat rays, crabs, and sea turtles, as well as nurse sharks, 
bonnethead sharks, and lemon sharks. The American alligator does not have salt glands, so each time it risks satisfying its 
appetite in a mangrove swamp or salt marsh, it is increasing the salt in its blood and losing water. Alligators deal with the 
sale by going back and forth between saltwater and freshwater, and in addition, use a cartilage-based shield to close off their 
throat. The gators tip their heads and drain the saltwater before swallowing their prey and can catch rainwater if they need 
a drink. The discovery that they regularly travel between the two environments is important when planning conservation 
programs. The estuarine alligators are moving nutrients from rich salt waters into poorer freshwater and affecting food 
webs in habitats across the Southeast. 

1. Which is the best summary of the passage? 
a. Recent scientific studies show the American alligator has the ability to leave its freshwater habitat and feed 

on sharks and other saltwater prey. 
b. Current information gathered by biologists shows that American alligators have the ability to balance the salt 

in their blood in order to feed on saltwater prey. 
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c. The shocking discovery that the American alligator regularly travels between freshwater and saltwater is 

important when planning conservation programs. 


